The estimation of sex on the basis of the talus and calcaneus.
The present report records and describes sexual dimorphism of the talus and calcaneus in American Blacks and Whites from the Terry Collection housed in the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. The greater amount of sexual dimorphism was observed in the talus, where 81 percent of the study sample could be accurately sexed. Four discriminant functions based on measurements from the talus and/or the calcaneus allowed sexing 79 to 89% of the study sample accurately. The techniques developed were then applied to two North American Indian samples, and sex of the individuals in these samples was assessed with the same degree of accuracy.